Islam at Glance

The Arabic word Islam means peace, submission and obedience. The religion of Islam is the complete acceptance of the teachings and guidance of God as revealed to his Prophet Mohammed (PBUH).

A Muslim is one who believes in God and strives for total reorganization of his life according to his revealed guidance and the sayings of the Prophet.

He also works for building human society on the same basis, “Mohammedanism” is a misnomer for Islam and offends it’ very spirit.

The word “Allah” is the proper name of God in Arabic. It is a unique term because it has no plural or feminine gender.

The Five Pillars of Islam

1-The declaration of faith:

To bear witness that there is none worthy of worship expect Allah and that Muhammad is his messenger to all human beings till the Day of Judgment. The prophet hood of Mohammed obliges the Muslims to follow his exemplary life as a model.

2- Prayer:

Daily prayers are offered five times a day as a duty towards Allah. They strengthen and enliven the belief in Allah and inspire Man to a higher morality.

They purify the heart and prevent temptation towards wrong-doings and evils.

3- Fasting the month of Ramadan:

The Muslims during the month of Ramadan not only abstain from food, drink and sexual intercourse from dawn to sunset, but also from evil intentions and desires. It teaches love sincerity and devotion.

It develops a sound social conscience, patience, unselfishness and will- power.

4-Zakat:

To pay annually 2.5% of one’s net saving on which a year has passed as religious duty and purifying sum to be spent on poorer sections of the community.

5-Pilgrimage to Makkah:

it is to be performed once in a life time, if one can afford it financially and physically. 

Beside these pillars every action which is done with the awareness that it fulfills the will of Allah is also considered an act of worship.

Who Is Muslim?
Questions and Answers:

1-Who is a Muslim?

Any person, any where in the world, who submits himself/herself to the will of the one true god and organizes his/her life according to the teachings of the last prophet of God, is a Muslim, i.e. one who practices Islam.

2-Where does the name “Muslim” comes from?

From God (Allah), God (Allah) has given this name.

3-Who says so?
It is mentioned in the final revelation of God - The Quran – in Surah (chapter ) 22, verse 78  “ It is he who as named you Muslims, both before and in this revelation..”

4-Why should one’s be Muslim?

Because Islam is the only religion acceptable to God.

5-How can you say this?

Obviously, the thing acceptable to God will be obedience to him and submission to his will.

The Holy Quran states: 

“If any one desires a religion other then Islam, never will it be accepted of him and in the hereafter he shall be among the losers” (3:85)

“The religion (way of life) in the sight of God in Islam” (3:19)

“O ye who believe! Fear God as he should be feared, and die not except in a state of Islam (i.e., as Muslim).

6-Does the word Islam have any meaning?
Yes, there are two basic meanings of Islam:

a. Total submission to the will of the one True God (Allah).

b. Peace.

In fact these two meanings are related to each other. So, Islam means: attaining peace through loving and total submission to the will of the one true God (Allah).

7-Islam is a universal religion. So, do we find Muslims all over the world?

Yes. There are 1100 million Muslims in the world living in over 120 countries, of which over 50 countries has a majority Muslim population.

8-Is every Arab a Muslim?

No. There are Arabs who are Christians and Jews too.

9-It is generally believed in the west that Islam spread by the sword how far it is correct?

This is a baseless nation; faith cannot be forced at the point of the sword. If faith does not emerge from deep conviction, from within, it is not acceptable to God, nor does it help the person who accepts this faith.
10-Why is Islam so little known and misunderstood in the world especially in the west?

There are many reasons for this .The main seasons are:

1-The behavior of people who call themselves Muslim but do not practice the faith, is largely responsible for a confused and distorted picture of Islam. These people profess this faith but do not live by it, they often do every thing which it does not permit and do nothing which is requires.

2-Many people have such an unquestioning convection of the innate superiority and rightness of their own way of life that they do not consider it necessary or important to be accurately informed about others’ view points and way of life. They simply keep following what their parents and society had taught them.

3- Many people think of any religion system in terms their own concepts values, or in terms of concepts of western civilization. These do not necessarily fit with or apply to Islam.

4-Historyically, Muslims and Christians confronted each other during the crusades and afterwards. The propaganda against Islam, it’s beliefs and way of life which was common during times of conflict, continued after many Muslim countries were colonized. This biased attitude persisted in the western world.

11-Then how can Islam be properly understood in the non-Muslim world?
A_ On the part of non-Muslim:

1-They should be open minded, fair and objective while approaching to approaching to understand Islam. They should clear their minds of any preconceptions they may have about Islam. 

2-They should look into the basic, authentic and direct sources of knowledge about Islam when they want to know any thing about Islam (the source are the Quran and the traditions of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)).

3-They should not rely on the indirect and unauthentic sources of information, particularly the news and views media, howsoever honest it may look.

4- They should not base their judgment on the behavior of the Muslims, but try to understand that Muslims are also human beings and liable to commit mistakes.

B_ On the part of us as Muslims:

It is necessary for us to abide by the teachings of Islam and present themselves as an example of good practicing Muslims. Nothing can be more effective then setting an example.  

12- If it is claimed that Islam is a true religion, then how is it that we find very bad examples among the Muslims?
This is unfortunate. But this is the case with all societies in the world wherein we find bad examples. It is something to do with the nature of the people itself rather then the religion. Muslims are also human beings, not supernatural, and are prone to commit mistakes and go the wrong way. Satan-the enemy of man- always active in trying to keep man away from the right path, succeeds at times.

The bad behavior found among Muslims is mainly due to lack of proper Islamic knowledge, influence of the materialistic society, and weak faith in their hearts. Therefore, it is not correct to judge Islam by Muslims, but it is Muslims who should be judged by Islam
